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View from the Emergency 
Department
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Emergency Consultant view

• Frustrated
• Exasperated
• Incensed
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Road safety is not an accident,
events are predictable & 

preventable
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Predictable, preventable

January
John Granville (45), Fermoy, Co Cork

John Flahive (20), Ballyheigue, Co Kerry
James Grealish (73), Oranmore, Co Galway
Arvydas Bruzas (38), Oldcastle, Co Meath
Arthur O'Connor (59), Monkstown, Co Cork

Philip Quinn (38), Ballivor, Co Meath
Paul Lennon (42), Leighlin Bridge, Co Carlow/Johnstown, Co Meath

Slawomir Krenek (24), Navan, Co Meath
Daniel Kirby (29), Tramore, Co Waterford
Gordon Daly (23), Carrigaline, Co Cork

Denis Ivan McIvor (83), Co Derry
Czeslaw Romanowski (78), Tullycanna, Co Wexford

Peter O'Sullivan (57), Mallow, Co Cork
Michael McGarry (58), Dromod, Co Leitrim

Katarzyna Stanczyk (26), Navan Road, Dublin 7
Patrick Molumby (81), Thurles, Co Tipperary

Brian Connolly (57), Tallaght, Dublin
Siobhan Drea (20), Tullamore, Co Offaly

Mikhaela Ardelema (24), Tullamore, Co Offaly
Daniel Duck (65), Rathowen, Co Westmeath

Teresa Delaney (82), Birr, Co Offaly
Seamus Walsh (57), Drumconrath, Co Meath

Filip Marek (31), Charlestown, Co Mayo
Peter Valasek (34), Charlestown, Co Mayo
James Donehy (21), Urlingford, Co Kilkenny

Máirtín Anthony Keane (19), Carraroe, Co Galway
Áine Ní Conghaill (18), Leitir Mór, Co Galway

Paolozzi Maurizio (29), Dundalk, Co Louth
Alan Kinsella (19), Gorey, Co Wexford
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Not an Accident

British Medical Journal bans "accidents" 
Accidents are not unpredictable

– "The word crash indicates in a simple 
factual way what is observed, while 
accident seems to suggest in addition a 
general explanation of why it occurred 
without any evidence to support such an 
explanation.”

• BMJ 2001;322:1320-1321 ( 2 June ) 
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Not Casualty and not “A&E”.
Re-named by Medical Council 2000.



13 October 2008 Gerry Lane, Consultant in 
Emergency Medicine

10

Fatalities 1970-2006
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2007, 78 per million , we need <50
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Dangerous Territory
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Donegal Fatalities, Bronze Medal
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Deaths are the tip of the Iceberg
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20:1 Injury : Death
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Letterkenny
• Exclude dead and critical

– >1000 ED Attendances
– 320 Admissions
– ALOS 3 days
– 1089 bed days lost 

• Commonest age 18
– Oldest 80
– Youngest 1
– Average 31

• 42% < 24 y
• 67% < 34 y
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The € Cost
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Counter measures in each cell,
Medicine’s contribution
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World wide epidemic

• Someone was killed or seriously injured on 
the world's roads every 'six seconds' 

• The UN's General Assembly session … 
road deaths are now the number one killer 
of young people aged 10-24 worldwide, 
with more than 1.2 million  people killed 
and 50 million others injured each year. 
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Contributory Factors, 2006

Simple Truths
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Simple truths

• Speed for situation
• Driver impairment
• Seat belt use
• Aggressive driving
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Nobody believes the simple truths
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Nobody believes simple truths
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Nobody believes the simple truths
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Nobody believes simple truths
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The Lethal Equation
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WHO 2004
• Public Health input
• Systematic approach
• Identify 

– source of errors
– design out weakness
– design in safety

• Education 
• Engineering
• Enforcement
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Break the equation

– Must mitigate personal risk behaviours 
• Personal responsibility
• Parental oversight
• Positive example
• Buddy support
• Zero Tolerance
• Deterrents

– Engineering
– Enforcement
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Road Safety Week welcome
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Questions?

Nobody believes the simple truths
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Predictable and preventable
Not accidents

January
John Granville (45), Fermoy, Co Cork

John Flahive (20), Ballyheigue, Co Kerry
James Grealish (73), Oranmore, Co Galway
Arvydas Bruzas (38), Oldcastle, Co Meath
Arthur O'Connor (59), Monkstown, Co Cork

Philip Quinn (38), Ballivor, Co Meath
Paul Lennon (42), Leighlin Bridge, Co Carlow/Johnstown, Co Meath

Slawomir Krenek (24), Navan, Co Meath
Daniel Kirby (29), Tramore, Co Waterford
Gordon Daly (23), Carrigaline, Co Cork

Denis Ivan McIvor (83), Co Derry
Czeslaw Romanowski (78), Tullycanna, Co Wexford

Peter O'Sullivan (57), Mallow, Co Cork
Michael McGarry (58), Dromod, Co Leitrim

Katarzyna Stanczyk (26), Navan Road, Dublin 7
Patrick Molumby (81), Thurles, Co Tipperary

Brian Connolly (57), Tallaght, Dublin
Siobhan Drea (20), Tullamore, Co Offaly

Mikhaela Ardelema (24), Tullamore, Co Offaly
Daniel Duck (65), Rathowen, Co Westmeath

Teresa Delaney (82), Birr, Co Offaly
Seamus Walsh (57), Drumconrath, Co Meath

Filip Marek (31), Charlestown, Co Mayo
Peter Valasek (34), Charlestown, Co Mayo
James Donehy (21), Urlingford, Co Kilkenny

Máirtín Anthony Keane (19), Carraroe, Co Galway
Áine Ní Conghaill (18), Leitir Mór, Co Galway

Paolozzi Maurizio (29), Dundalk, Co Louth
Alan Kinsella (19), Gorey, Co Wexford
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Road Safety Week welcome
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